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“[T]he words 'reasonable excuse' no longer appear in the law since it was
recently amended on the 27" September, 1945. They must, therefore, be
taken to have had some special meaning, and in fact it is a genera rule of
law that, if it possible, words must be given ameaning. The law givesusno
assistance whatsoever asto the meaning of the term ‘reasonable excuse', and
we are unable to look to any decisions or other authorities whatsoever [...]
The reasonable excuse in this case is, of course, a matter which can be
described as political, but there is nothing in the law which excludes a
political excuse frombeing interpreted asreasonable. Nor isthere anything
inthelaw which limitsthe degree of such reason or excuse. It may be avery
bad law. It may be amost unfortunate expression. Butitisthelaw [...] and it
must be interpreted in a criminal case, beneficially to the accused”.143
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